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Main focus of activity: Literacy 
• To write a piece of descriptive narrative to show a person’s reaction to a new piece of 

technology. 

Links to curriculum aims:   
• Literacy: Write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a 

range of contexts, purposes and audiences. 
 

Activity outline: Discussion and background  

First impressions 
Imagine you are seeing a new piece of technology for the first time, something completely new and 
unheard of. How would you react? Imagine someone from Victorian times, somehow being transported 
into the future and coming face to face with a modern computer. Popular culture has many examples of 
this to use for reference such as these films: 

 Les Visiteurs - French film where a medieval knight is transported to modern day France – In 
one scene he comes face to face with a car for the first time and thinks it’s some kind of living creature 
and in another a voice is heard on the end of a phone causing much confusion!  

 The Navigator: A Medieval Odyssey - New Zealand film with a scene where medieval villagers 
come face to face with a modern day bank of televisions in a shop window and believe there to be some 
kind of devilry about! 

 The Fifth Element - scene where the Fifth Element comes face to face with the world on Earth 
for the first time and is overwhelmed.  
Also, look at films such as the ‘Back to the Future’ series. ‘Minority Report’, ‘Wall-E’, ‘Astro Boy’ and other 
Science Fiction films. Look in detail at facial expressions and emotions.  

Suggested Activity: 
Children can create a short piece of writing of a character coming face to face with a new piece of 
technology they have never encountered before - the technology idea, or the scenario of who the person is 
and why they are there, could be given to them if they cannot come up with something themselves. 
Remember to emphasise ‘show not tell to’ and variation in sentence type to make as descriptive as possible. 
Writing should communicate feelings of the main character of shock/awe/fear etc.  
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